Ask Big
2 Kings 4:1-7
What are you asking God for today? Is it big?
Are you boldly asking for a miracle from God? Many people don’t ask big, because they
simply don’t believe that God can or will answer their prayers.
In 2 Kings 4, we read the account of a widow in desperate need, who reaches out to the
prophet Elisha for help, knowing that he will have the answer. This poor widow had
great confidence that reaching out to Elisha would save her family. She had no backup
plan, she knew that she needed to speak to Elisha, he was the man of God who could
help.
When you have a need, who do you turn to? Do you try to ask your social media
“friends”? How quick are you to turn to prayer?
I have noticed that strangely many Christians ask for prayer, but they themselves are
not praying for a miracle. Maybe the feeling is that God hears others who are perhaps
more “holy” than me. We must remember that we all have equal access to the throne of
grace.
Elisha asks the widow, “what shall I do for you?” in verse 2. The need is obvious, but
she must articulate it, and there is an act of faith in speaking out the need. Jesus
required the same from Bartimaeus in Mark 10:51, “what do you want me to do for
you?” Bartimaeus asked big, and he received his sight because he believed in the one
who was standing in front of him.

Sometimes we are praying for crumbs when Jesus is inviting us to ask for a feast. Do
you believe in the one who can supply all your needs?
Our needs are more than physical, our greatest need is spiritual. How desperate are
you for God to intervene in power in your life?
Jesus said in Matthew 5:6, “Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness,
for they shall be satisfied.”
We don’t thirst for righteousness because we are lulled into comfort by the
entertainment of the world, and we don’t realize our deepest need. Remember in all
this, God is for you, and He is generous.
Elisha continues and asks the widow, “What have you in the house?” She had nothing
left, only a small amount of oil, and she was ready to give that to the Lord.
What do you have that you can bring to Jesus? Sometimes all we have is a little faith.
God can use that.
Elisha then gives her an unusual instruction, but it was the step of faith that she needed
to take, “Then he said, “Go outside, borrow vessels from all your neighbors, empty
vessels and not too few.”
This was another test of her faith because the size of the miracle was dependent on the
size of her faith; how many vessels she borrowed. There are times when we have to
take a step in faith even before we see the miracle we are praying for.
I am certain if the family had known what would happen, they would have rented the
local warehouse and brought in vessels from every city in the nation, but how could they
have known. They acted in faith.
In verse 6 we read how the miraculous flow of the oil ended when the vessels were all
full. The miracle ended, not because God could not provide anymore, but because the
capacity to receive had been exceeded.
The limiting factor is never God’s ability to give, it is our capacity to receive. What it boils
down to, is how much of our lives are we willing to give over to the control of the Holy
Spirit (see Luke 11:13).
Another lesson we can learn from this is that the oil was multiplied in the pouring out
from the little she had. The way to increase what we have is to use it, sometimes to give
it away. It is not hoarding the talents, but trading with them, that doubles them (see
Luke 19).
It takes faith to use what God has given you, especially when the world says, “hold on to
what you have, you never know when a rainy day will come”.

What talent is God inviting you to invest in the kingdom today?
Finally, notice that this miracle took place in the private place, the prophet told the
widow to go into her room and close the door. Her need was met when she met certain
conditions. One of the acts of obedience was to close the door, to be alone with her
sons and the presence of God.
It was a personal miracle and she had to be the one doing the pouring, not Elisha or
anyone else. When God tells you to do something, don’t look over your shoulder and
see who might be a more qualified person to do it. What God has blessed you with will
increase best in your own hands as you are obedient to God.
This miracle not only meets the widow’s needs, but she was blessed with abundance.
God performed a powerful creative miracle and it all started with the level of expectation
of the widow. She sent for Elisha because she had absolute confidence that a miracle
would happen.
What are you praying for today? What is the level of your expectation?
Maybe if your heart was fully exposed, you don’t believe that God is going to give you
what you are asking for? Deep down, you don’t believe he is able or that he is
generous.
Another word for expectation is faith. Do you pray, believing in the God of the
impossible? We read about men and women of faith in Hebrews 11, they all had an
expectation in the power of God.
Duncan Campbell wrote, “there is a place beyond consecration, there is a place beyond
sanctification, and that is the place of implicit confidence in God”
The level of your confidence in the power of God determines the size of your ask.
What are you asking for?

