
 

 

 

We have this misconception that worship is the time of our church gathering when we 

sing songs. 

But worship is not just singing, we worship what we give value to. 

 

We worship by the way we use our money, the way we work, the way we share the 

Gospel with others and even in the way we spend our free time. When we understand 

worship, we understand that we have the opportunity to worship God with every aspect 

of our lives. 

Everyone worships, but not everyone worships the one true God. 

 

In John 4, we read an account of a woman who had misplaced worship. Jesus was 

resting at a well in a town called Sychar and a Samaritan woman came to draw water. 

Jesus spoke first and asks the woman to give him some water. 

 

The woman who came to the well had been searching for love, fulfillment, and purpose 

all her life and the only person who could fulfill all her desires was sitting right in front of 



her. She brings up the question of worship in verse 20 when she says to Jesus, “Our 

fathers worshiped on this mountain, but you say that in Jerusalem is the place where 

people ought to worship.” One of the big issues of distinction between the Jews and the 

Samaritans was the question of the location of their worship. She soon discovers that 

Jesus was wanting to speak about worship all along, this is why he was waiting at the 

well for her. Jesus directs the conversation to a time when worship will no longer be 

about a physical location (see John 4:23-24). 

 

Jesus is explaining that only those who receive the Holy Spirit can worship God the 

Father. It is only in the Spirit, by the Spirit and through the Spirit that we can truly 

worship God in a way that pleases Him. The issue is not that we need to learn how to 

worship or where to worship, rather we need to learn who to worship and only by the 

Holy Spirit are we able to worship God the Father. 

 

By the definition of worship, we are all really good worshippers. In our sinful human 

nature, we are really good idolaters, we give value to things in our lives above God. We 

all are tempted with idols such as: security, peace, meaning in life, self-esteem, 

significance, or any good thing that we elevate to a level of importance above God in 

our lives. 

  

“Our hearts are a perpetual idol factory.” 

John Calvin 

 

The problem is misplaced worship, and the consequences are always tragic (see 

Jeremiah 2:13). 

Jesus offered the Samaritan woman living water, she had been trying to satisfy her 

longings with marriage after failed marriage. At the core of all failed longings is 

misdirected worship. Worship of God is what we were made for. We will only find true 

fulfilment in life as we worship the one true God. That is a meaningful life, that is a life of 



worship. True worship is recognizing the sovereignty of God in all the aspects of my life. 

  

“Worship is my active, all-of-life response to the worth of who He is and what He does.” 

Matt Heard 

 

One of the most common misconceptions of worship is that it is a relatively passive 

event. But in the Bible, the Hebrew and the Greek words for worship involve physical 

activity involving all of life. Every single activity of my life becomes a way of 

acknowledging the creator God and His worth in my life, that is worship. 

 

But we live in a world that worships false gods, we are living in an age that is described 

by David in Psalm 63:1. Are you in a dry and weary land? Or are you experiencing the 

living water that Jesus invited the Samaritan woman to in John 4:14? 

 

This doesn’t mean that you will never experience pain or hardship (see John 16:33), but 

when you worship God with all your life, you will know peace, joy and complete 

fulfilment in the midst of your circumstances. You will be able to worship along with the 

prophet Habakkuk (See Habakkuk 3:17-18). 

 

In the month of June, we are particularly reminded that the world around us does not 

worship the God we serve. As we see a month dedicated to the worship of self and 

immorality. 

 

The world has a sin problem, but the real issue is that the world has a worship 

problem.  Sin is the result of misplaced worship. Thinking that something other than 

God will bring joy and peace. In Romans 1:28 we read that God will give people over to 

the objects of their worship. 

 

We are not dealing with people who are confused or struggling with their identity, we are 

seeing the result of Satan’s demonic power being unleashed on the earth. 

 

Satan has gone after the very root of God’s relationship with the earth. The pride month 

uses the rainbow, the rainbow is one of God’s original covenants, not just with the 

Jews or people but with all living creatures (See Genesis 9:12). 

 

The pinnacle of God’s creation was man and woman created in His image, that was His 

original design, Satan is attacking that. 

 

In Genesis 1:28 God’s original instruction to man and women was to be fruitful and 

multiply, something that is impossible with same sex relationships. 



 

And then there is the original sin, Ezekiel 28:17 says that Satan’s original downfall was 

his pride over his beauty. He grew in pride and defied the one who created him. 

 

Pride is at the very root of Satan’s power. Pride is ultimately worshipping ourselves, 

saying that we know better than God the Father, the one who created us. 

 

So how do we respond? 

 

Ephesians 6 doesn’t say, go and beat up sinners, it says in Ephesians 6:13 that we 

should simply stand firm. Stand firm, speak the truth in love and allow the Holy Spirit to 

do what only he can do. 

If you have friends and loved ones caught in this deceptive lifestyle, love them enough 

to speak the truth to them. 

 

The Bible is very clear, they are on a pathway of destruction that leads to hell, because 

they are worshipping a false religion that may bring fleeting and deceptive pleasure for a 

moment. We must speak the truth, millions of souls are at stake. 

 

Worship of the one true God is essential in the church. 


